
WASHINGTON: SATURDAY,

y /ycoLeCijL

AUGUST 1, 1846 No. 264.

PUBLISHED BY UJtLES X HEJIT4KW

TERM8:
Jwo Dollars a year; or Ojik Dollar for the tir»l regularsession ofeach Congress j xnd Firrr Cknts for the final »t'»-

sion of each Congress; and the same for each Kxtra Ses¬
sion.payable in all eaten in advance.

FINAL PROCEEDINGS ON THE TARIFF.
IN SENATE.Jul* 27, 1846.

The bill for the reduction of the Tariff wax then taken up (and before resuming hi» argument upon the bill
Mr. WEBSTER took occasion to aay that it was a circum¬

stance a good deal characteristic of the state of things in which
they now found themselves placed, and strongly indicative ol
the absorbing interest which surrounded this question, that he
had not the honor to-day to address a full Senate. Since the
commencement of his observations on Saturday an honorable
member of the Senate from one of the Southern States had
vacated hit- seat in that body. They would probably soon
hear from that gentleman himself the reasons which led him
to leave a position to which he seemed to be attached. He
was not otherwise acquainted with those reasons than as he
gathered them from the very extraordinary publication in the
government paper of Saturday evening. He inferred from
that publication that the honorable member left his seat from
an inability to support the measures of the Administration now
before them without violating his conscience, and from gnatunwillingness to disoblige his party and political friends byvoting against them. As that gentleman was gone he might
speak ol him, and in doing so he could not speak of him other¬
wise than as a main of character and standing, as a man of
learning and attainments, of great courtesy, of unsurpassed
intelligence and attention in the discharge of his public duties,
and, as they all knew, (as far as they might judge of his course
there,) the unfaltering and consistent friend of the presentAdministration.
Now, sir, (continued Mr. Wkbstsr,) I am ashamed of

my country when I see a gentleman of this character hunted,
abused, defamed, according to the degree of abuse and defama¬
tion which some writer fwr the government, in the paper of the
government, sees fit to pour out against this retiring memlier.
It is a disgrace to the civilization of the age, it is a disgrace to
this Government, it is a disgrace to the American people.Another circumstance not unworthy of notice I will advert
to tiefore I proceed to the few remaining observations which I
intend to submit. If we may believe the current intelligence
of the day, the Government is now in possession of official
and authentic information that an extraordinary and vigorouseffort is making throughout the whole Republic of Mexico to
sustain her in the war now carried on against her by the Uni¬
ted States. I suppose the Government is now informed that
(Jen. Bravo is appointed President ad interim, and that Pa
redes, with such forces as he can collect, is marching to the
north ; and that there is a spirit of united action and general
contribution to the purposes which they call defiances of their
country such as was never manifested before. Churches,
provinces, and individuals are contributing in a manner hith¬
erto unknown in Mexico since the time of her revolution. I
suppose, I say, that the Government is in possession of this
intelligence, how well founded I know not; but they have the
information I have no doubt, and the importance of it is, that
this state of things furnishes quite a new reason why we
should do nothing to disturb the just expectations of revenue
or diminish the necessary income of the Government.

Mr. WinsTca then resumed and concluded hisargumcnt in
opposition to the bill. Instead, however, of moving to post-
pom the consideration of it till the next session, he moved to
amend the hill in its ninth section by striking out the latter
part of the ninth section.
He followed this motion by some observations exposing the

impotency of this proviaion in the bill, which, while it availed
to repeal the penal provisions of the present law which forfeit
the goods in the case of fraudulent entry, left the fraudulent
importer free from all penalty and secured him the full amount
at which he had valued his importation*, with five per cent
additional to cover his expenses.

Mr. LEWIS contended that this provision of the hill was
an exact tranacript of the British law, with the exception that,
under the British law, ten per cent, in addition to «he valua¬
tion was to be refunded to the importer, and only five per
cent under this bill. It would be perceived that it was but
an additional means put into the hands of the Secretary of the
Treasury to puniah fraudulent importers

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he thought there must have
been an error committed by the framers of the bill in the use
of the word "with" in place of the word "without" in the
ninth section, in connexion with an intention to defraud th*
revenue ; for he could hardly suppose it to be intended to
punish an intended fraud upon the revenue by paying the
importer who attempted to commit the fraud his valuation of
the goods and five per cent, upon that valuation in addition.
This would be a very singular sort of punishment.

Mr. J A RNAGIN said another reason why it appeared to
him that there must be some mistake was, that in the eighth
section a penalty was enacted against undervaluation, and
that penalty was an additional duty of twenty per sent. But
why enact this penslty if, in the very next section, a person
undervaluing his goods should be entitled to receive from
the Government five per cent, in addition to his valuation '

What was to become of the revenue under such an enactment
aa that ' If an importer contemplated committing a fraud
upon the revenue, he ought to forfeit the whole of his goods ;

but, instead of that, heie was a direct encouragement held
out for the perpetration of fraud. Such a provision as that
was, in his opinion, highly objectionable.

Mr. McDIJFFIE defended the clause. It did not, in the
least, he said, interfere with existing proviaions of the law
upon the same subject. It wss only an additional remedy or
an additional security against frauds , and he thought it was
a very wise and salutary provision. It was not to he em¬

ployed in all cases, but only in those in which the Secretary
of the Treasury was consulted, and in which he lielieved it
advantageous to the United States that the goods should he
taken. Suppose a case where an importer invoiced his goods
fifty per cent, below value. The Government, by taking the
goods and selling them, though they weie to pay the importer
.five per cent, upon them, would still he a gainer of forty-five per
cant This would not only aecure the revenue, but would
tend greatly to increase it. The provision embraced in the
ninth section was intended, however, to apply to particular
cases and not generally. The law in other respects would
remain as at preaent.

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he had very little anxiety about
the amendment now proposed, or any other amendment; hut
he thought that the honorable Senator from South Carolina,
upon more mature reflection, would find that he was mistaken
as to the meaning of the bill and as to the objects nought
to be accomplished. The honorable Senator seemed to sup¬
pose thst the Government, by taking the goods at the impor¬
ter's valuation, and giving five per cent, in addition thereto,
would make money by the transaction ; but the Senator
would find that it was a mistake.

l/nder every other bill that was ever passed for the collec-
tion of revenue, good* that were attempted to be fraudulentlyentered were foifeited. It could not he the intention of the
Government to give np the right to the whole of the goodsThe meaning of the proviaion, he thought, muat certainly be
perverted, by substituting the word " with" in plsce of "with¬
out." The English law contained a provision that when
goods were undervalued without the intention to commit a'
fraud, the goods might be seixed and the valuation paid . and
in a tempting to follow th£ as a model, he supposed they
muat have produced thec(fl0(iaion which here existed, by usingthe expression " with intention to defraud the revenue," in¬
stead of "without the intention," Ac. As it stood it was
clearly repugnant and contradictory to other provisions of law.
But, as he had said, he was not solicitous about amendments ;
he was opposed to the whole measure, and to every part of it |
and he wanted no mixed or divided responsibility about it. He
wanted the frienda of this hill, if they were detnrmined to pass
it, to pass it in such shape as suited themselves, and take the
whole responsibility. He wanted to have no hand in it. He
wanted no Whig mark or dot upon it, from one end of the
bill to the other. He did not intend even to go into a discus¬
sion of the qnestions involved in this bill, either as to the de¬
struction of the system sf affording protection to American la¬
bor, or as to the decrease of the revenue at a time when the
utmost amount (fist could be obtained wan required by the
Government. He did not intend to go info these subjects ; they
were in the hands of those who were more competent to do
them justice. He had only to say that, if gentlemen on the
other side were determined to pull down this great fabric bywhich American industry was fostered and sustained.if they
were determined to pull it down upon their own.heads, theyhad no doubt the strength to do it, as Samson had to pulldownthe temple of the Philistines, and the result would be the same
to them as it was to Samson. These were considerations for
gentlemen on the other side, and he was willing to leave them
to their consideration. The whole thing was wrong, from
beginning to end ; yet he wss ao reluctant to put hie hand to
it, that he did not know that he would vote even for this
amendment. He wanted to have nothing to do with the bill
except the plain unequivocal act of opposition. He neither
wished to patch it, nor to incur any responsibility in regnrd

Mr. LEWIS said they were very willing on his aide of the
chamber to take all the responsibility. The two sections which

had just lieen so much the t>ul>ject of animadversion had lioen
faithfully copied from English statute#. A more tyrannicalcode of lawn than those which existed in this country in rela¬
tion to the custom-house, 1m btlieved had never been enact¬
ed. The law was most severe and oppressive ugainst Import¬
ers. Believing that the fate of the bill in a great measure de¬
pended upon keeping it precisely as it was, he was utterly op¬posed to all muendmeiits.

Mr. PENNYBACKER differed with the Senator from
Massachusetts in one particular. If the Senator would lake
the trouble to examine the English acts in relation to the cus¬
toms, he would find that the forfeiture of all the goods took
place only where the importer had sworn lalsely to the va¬
cation.

Mr. WEBSTER. Will the honorable Senator allow me
fc> u«k him whether, if u certain offence were described, and
asi act passed imposing a certain penalty, whether by forfeit¬
ure or otherwise, and another act were passed purporting to
cover the whole ground, and enacting a penalty, either in
ueraowim or by pecuniary mulct, the first net was not abro¬
gated by the latter '

Mr. PENNYBACKER. This section enacts a penaltyagainst the person who attempts to foist upon the custom-house
a false invoice. It does not propose to declare it a criminal
offence. The construction given to it by the Senator from
Masaachupe'tg is not the proper one.

Mr. WEBSTER. I ask the Senator to read the last partof the seventeenth section of the existing law. He will find
that the same offence is there provided for.

Mr. PENNYBACKER read the clause, and continued to
contend that the Senator froui Massachusetts had not given it
the proper construction.

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, said that, whatever doubt
there might have been as to the purposes of this law, he thoughtit was apparent now that it had lieeu submitted precisely in
the form in which it was intended that it should lie ; for he
took for granted that the chairman of the Committee on Fi¬
nance understood the purposes of those who prepared the bill.
The object of the provision which was now the subject of the
proposed amendment was, according to the honorable Senator
f'om North Carolina, to get rid of the tyrannical provisions to
lie found in the whole system of the revenue laws. But he
was quite sure that the honorable Senator had not attended to
the phraseology of the section, because he thought that honor¬
able Seuator would lie the last man in the Senate to say that
there was any thing tyrannical in declaring that no frauds
should be committed upon the revenue of the United Slates.
The error into which the Senator had fallen was in supposing
that there was any analogy between this clause and the pro¬
visions of the act of 3d and 4th William 4th. He was sure
the honorable chairman must see that this clause had nothing
to do with false valuation.

Mr. BENTON. I did not wish to vote upon any clause
of amendment to this bill. I intend to vote for it on the sin¬
gle ground of overturning the act of 1842. I did not wish to
go into the business of amendment. Amendment implies the
exercise of judgment, .consideration, and deliberation, and the
time and circumstances do not admit of these requisites to le¬
gislation. I hope there will lie no more motions to amend ;
but, this motion being made, I am forced to vote upon it, and
must give my reasons for the vote. The motion is to strike
out the sections which authorize the Government to constitute
iUelf the purchaser of the importation. This is not a new

question to me ; it is not the first time I have thought or talk¬
ed about it. At least six months ago, in a conversation with
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Meant of the
House of Representatives, (Mr. McKi*,) I mentioned the
British practice of taking the importation at the invoice price
as an objection to the ad valorem system. I objected to the
nystem, and mentioned this identical practice of the British
Government as an incident of the system, and one not suit¬
able to the genius of our Government, or perhaps consistent
with our constitution. In Great Britain it was found, upon
experience, that ad valorems, even to the limited extent there
used, were so subject to fraud, and to frauds which could not
bo proved, that it was necessary to have recourse, in addition
to all other penalties, to the extraordinary remedy of convert
ing the Government into a merchant, and taking the goods on
its own account.

But it was not in the case of flagrant fraud.of proveable
fraud.but in an equivocal cas#.a case where fraud could 1*
established in a court of justice. In that case, the Govern
merit, shutting its eyes upon the fraud, but willing to deprive
the fraudulent importer of bis undue gains, treats him as an
honest man.takes his goods at his own price.arid allows
him the usual mercantile profit of ten per rent. This is fair
and intelligible, and our act was evidently intended to lie
copied from it. It was evidently intended to make the Ameri¬
can act conformable to the Btitinh act, but with a total mis¬
conception of the British act. Our bill differs from the British
in being applicable to fraudulent, instead of innocent importa¬
tions ; and it differs from it in not giving the importer his fair
mercantile profit. In this our bill is contradictory and incom¬
prehensible. The British take the goods and pay the price,
and add ten yer cent, profit, on the ground of an innocent
undervaluation in the case of a fraudulent importation the
importer is punished by the lost of his goods and other penal¬
ties ; and this has been the case from the time of the patriarchs
to the present day. Fraud was never before rewarded, except
by this bill. I undertake to say it is the first bill which re¬

wards fraud which has been seen in the annals of human le¬
gislation. The section in our bill, therefore, differs from the
British in the great feature of Application to fraudulent impor¬
tations it also differa from it in the measure of per centum
allowed to the importer. The British act allows ten per cent.,
because that is the usual English profit on a fair importation.
They therefore take the importer's goods at his own price,
and at the established profit. That is treating him as a fair
merchant, and carrying out the idea of the act. But our art
allows only five per cent., and that not only different from the
British act, but from the reason of it, and, in fact, is founded
in no reason. Five percent, is not our mercantile profit, but
about twelve and a half. If, therefore, the importation ia con¬
sidered fair, as in Great Britain, the usual profit, in addition to
the price, should be paid. But our bill goes upon the idea of
fraud. It is for intention to defraud that the goods may be
taken for Government use. And now, upon what principle
can five per cent., or any per cent., be given on a fraud } By
all our custom-house laws.by the laws of the world, from the
time of the patriarchs to the present day.fi«ud ia a crime pun¬
ishable by finea and forfeitures by no human legislation was

fraud ever before rewarded. This bill gives back the whole
amount of the fraud, and then givea five per cent, profit on

that amount! This ia incomprehensible.inconsequential.
preposterous. It can only result from copying the substance
of the British act without understanding it 5 and then, think¬
ing ten per cent rather a high premium on fraud, our bill re

duces it to five f Why, air, in the case of fiaud, the British
system forfeits the whole importation ; and that is reasonable,
and so have our acts always done. Our laws always forfeit
for fraud, but this act rewards 1

And now upon what principle can our bill propose to give
five per cent. ' Only upon the principle of an honest
importation can any thing be allowed, and then it should be
the usual profit, as in Great Britain. But, as a profit, five
per ccnt. is a robliery of the merchant: it defrauds him out of
seven and a half per cent. As a fraudulent importation, as

the bill declares it to be, it is a premium on fraud ; it is an

encouiagement to crime ! It is a vice and folly in legislation,
of which there is no example in the annals of human legisla¬
tion. But if it was a copy of the British act, I should still
lie opposed to it. The British Parliament can do what we

cannot: it is omnipotent.we are limited. It may tAe the
subject's property in what cases it pleases, and pay him for
it. I go upon the ground of paying his price and profits.
We can only take the citizen's property in a specified cane-

that of its necessity to the public service, as a piece of ground
for a fort. We then take the property, and make compensation.
But this ia not a case of that kind. This is a dry giods

and grocery business, net to save the existence of the Gov-
pjffofcrnt, hut to make money. Wp take the Rood* to aell
them, pocketing the profit* above five ]*t cent. Hm we

any auch p0wer * If a merchant ha* made a good importa
tion, hire «ire a right to take it from him, under the plea that
he purcmaed \op cheap, and sell his good bargain for our
own profit I know of no such power \ and if we had it, I
should he against ita exercise as unsuitable to our Govern¬
ment, degrading to it, and ending in loss to iU Twenty
years ago, when the vision of dazzling wealth presented itself
to the imagination of our Congress from leasing lead mines
and salt springs, I took occasion to say that this Government
was not created to lie a salt-water boiler, or a lead mine dig¬
ger, or to he the landlord of miners and boilers. I said fur¬
ther. that if it went into the business, it would be cheated.
Well, we have made the trial; and twenty years' experiencehas shown that I was right. We now know that wo are
cheated every year out of our wita, and, worse than that, we
have to pay some twenty thousand dollars a year over and
above, out of the Treasury, to pay for being cheated

I say the same now of this dry-goods and grocery business.
If the Government of the United States goes into the dry-good* line, or the grocery line, or the hardware line, or the
crockery-ware line, or halierdasher'a line, it will he cheated.
The had importation* will he put upon it 1 and, when the in¬
voice price is paid, and the five per cent, on the invoice paid,and the auction fees pnid, and the biases and damaged articles
deducted, and the duties lost, instead of profits, the poor Uni¬
ted States will find themselves about as they now are In the
lead mine nnd salt water business.getting money oat of the
Treasury to jiay losses. But another objection rise* up again*

it. Our bill goes upon fraud, and taken th« goods for frauds.
It w not a purchaw, like the British-act, from a fair importer,
or one who could not tw convicted of fraud, but it ia a forfeit¬
ure of the goods for fraud. The importer ia to be convicted
and stigmatized for fraud before his good* can be taken. And
how convicted ' by a jury > Like a freeman in a country
of law and right ? Not at all. But upon the opinion of the
appraisers. It is the opinion of the appraisers whigh ia to
convict him of a crime, stigmatize his name, and deprive him
of hia property. I say the opinion of the appraisers ; for, al¬
though the act adds the opinion of the Collector, and the Sec¬
retary of the Treasury, yet every body knows that the Col¬
lector and Secretary will take the opinion of the appraisers,
and will not appraise over again, and perhaps would know
nothing about it if they did.

But even if they did, what then ? They are not a jury,
trying the case in court, as every man has a right to be tried
before he ia convicted of an infamous crime, and deprived of
his property. They are not a tribunal by which an American
citron in to be tried. The omnipotent British Parliament
might doit, but our Congress cannot do it. But the British
Parliament has not done it. It imputes no crimo to the im¬
porter of whose goods it constitutes itself the purchaser, and
gives him his own price, and the usual profit. We have gone
furtherthan the British Parliament, when we have no rightto
go as far. We have no right to constitute ourselves the pur¬
chaser of a citizen's property, even at his own price, and the
addition of the current profit. We have no right to do this,
even as a fair business transaction, as the British act supposes
it to be, much less to convict a citizen of fraud without judge
or jury, take his goods and pay him lefts than half the current
profit. We cannot do these things; and thia bill is the fir»t
in the history of our legislation in which we have attempted it.
Verily, we live in strange times, when such novelties are

brought forward. I will vote for this amendment, but I hope
it will l>e the last one oflered. I hope we will vote at once

upon the bill.
If we were able to act up to the elevation of our circum¬

stances, and act like statesmen in perfecting a bill, I should
l>e glad to go into it, and contribute my labors to make a good
bill But we are not able so to act, and I am not willing to
be a machine, and to appear like perfecting und maturing u
bill which is not to be changed or altered. We find ourselves
in extraordinary circumstances.in a conjuncture which does
not often occur. In all three divisions of the legislative power
there is accord on the leading character of a tariff. J he 1 re¬

sident and a majority of each Houf>e of Congress are against
the tariff of 1842 ; they lyre.for a revenue tariff. But a reve¬
nue tariff is not a genus without a species. It may have many
species ; and judgment, reason, knowledge, consideration, de-
liboraffon, may all be requisite to decide which species of the
genus should be adopted.

I repeat : if we were able to act up to the elevation of the
fortunate circumstances in which the ptirly now finds itself,
and could act like legislators, I should feel proud to bring all
the contribution of my knowledge and industry to perlecting
the details of a bill. But we arc not able to act up to that
elevation, and I have no notion of being worked as a machine,
I can vote for the bill as overturning the act of 1842, and wish
to give but that vote alone. I am ready to give that vote,
and hope I shall be spared from voting on further propositions
of amendment.

Mr. McDUFFIE said he regretted very much the neces

sity for delaying the progresn of the bill a single moment, but
it appeared to him that the nature and purposes and effect of
this clause were misapprehended, either on one side of the
Houm: or on both The Senator from Missouri had taken a

view of it totally opposite to that taken on the other side. So
far from regarding it as a clause intended to favor the impor¬
ter, and to facilitate frauds, the Senator from Missouri seemed
to think it a very oppressive provision, and one which was

scarcely justified by the constitution. Now, he thought this
difference of opinion between the Senator from Missouri and
the Senator from Kentucky, at least showed one thing, which
was, that the Senator from Kentucky was entirely mistaken
when he supposed that the clause was intended to apply to
cases of undervaluation without an intention to defraud the
revenue. It expressly applied to fraudulent undervaluation,
intended to defraud the revenue. He thought if the Senator
would advert to the. phraseology of the section, he would at
once perceive that there was nothing unconstitutional, harsh,
oppressive, or unusual in it. If it were intended to apply to
cases of undervaluation where fraud was contemplated, the
Senator from Missouri was certainly not justified in regarding
it as a harsh law, when, instead of forfeiting the goods alto-
aether, it left it to the discretion of the Secretary of the
Treasury to take the goods and pay the importer his valua¬
tion, and five per cent. upon that valuation, to cover the ex¬

pense of importation. This was not all; it was law which
was intended to give an additional remedy against frauds, not
at all harsh when applied to cases where fraud was intended ;

but it would be very harsh if applied to cases where fraud
was not intended. It was certainly more applicable to cases

of intentional fraud than to those of any other chjttmcter.But, to come to the point made on the other side, Did this
ninth section repeal any clause of any law whatever that was

not repugnant to it > Why, the law of 1842 contained a

clause providing for the forfeiture of the goods in cases of
smuggling. Did this clause repeal that > It provided for
forfeiture in ca»e* of false swearing ; but did it relate to
those of smuggling at all ' Certainly not. I here was not a

single clause in the act of 1842 repealed by this clause;
there was not a clause in the act of 1842 relating to the same

subject.
And he would ask the Senator from Massachusetts, suppose

the Secretary did not think proper to avail himself of the pow-
er given by this clause, was there any law under which the
offender could he punished ? And, if no law were provided,
the matter would be completely in the power of fraudulent
importers. It was merely giving to the Secretary power to

punish frauds which were provided for by no other law. He
would appeal to any tribunal on earth, and pledge what little
reputation he posnessed, that this clause did not repeal any
other. He trusted the amendment would not prevail.

Mr. JARNAGIN said he must be permitted to say a single
word in reference to this bill, which had lain in the Treasury
Department or elsewhere in a state of incubation for about six
months, and on the sixth day of July had made its appearance
in the Senate still unfledged. He could scarcely tell to what
specie* or to what genu® it belonged. If this bill were destined
to become a law by any accidental circumatance, he appealed
to every Senator present if it was not his right m well as his
duty so to change it as to make it acceptable to the country '

What were they about to do » To unaettle the whole busi¬
ness pursuits of the country. Under such circumstances he
felf it to be his imperative duty so to change or modify the bill
that it would Iks productive of the leajit possible amount of
evil. And he was not to be told that they had not time to do
it; that the Senate had not tima to deliberate It was no
fault of his that they had so little time. He took no part of
the blame ; none at all. And now, tor the mere purpose of
accomplishing one great object, for the mere purpose of carry¬
ing through an Administration measure, they were to ap¬
prove, without consideration, a bill that waa not expected to

stand, even if it became a law by adventitious circumstances.
He entered his solemn protest against the pissage of a law
which required to he propped and splintered by subsequent
legislation so as to enable it to stanJ. He was acting in this
matter, it was true, under instructions, «md instructions
which he did not intend to disobey , but those instructions did
not compel him to vote tfcr this bill in m imperfect a state.
He would consider it the most unfortunate circumstance of
hia life if he were to be compelled by a majority of that body
tosupporta measure which hi* deliberatejudgment disapproved.
He was not surprised that gentlemen should tender their resigna¬
tion, and leave that chamber.ny, and leave it forever. But
he had only risen to say « single word. He intended no re¬marks upon the course of any !*enator except his own. He
could nAt vote for minimum and specific duties; that was the
principle involved in hia instructions. They were engaged
ill A war, obliged to borrow money, and to iasue Treaaury
notes, and not one friend of the bill had been heard to say
that he Iwlieved it would produce as much revenue as the act
of 1842. Waa it not competent, the n, to change the hill so

as to make it Teas objectionable » He was prepared to vote
for all proper amendments that might lie offered to effect this

°^r. TURNEY said he did not intend to inflict upon the
Senate a speech ; but hia colleague had alluded to the instruc¬
tions of their State Legislature ; and he would remark, that,
as far as the principle embraced in those instructions was con¬

cerned. he a greet! perfectly with his colleague that those pnn-
ciples should, as far as his vote was concerned, be earned out.
That principle was the abolishment of all specific and mini¬

mum duties. They were instructed also to go for a .nue

standard of duties. Now, whether this bill was calculated te
provide a rate of duties which could be called a revenue stand-
nnl, he was unable to say. He relied entirely upon the esti¬

mates of the Secretary of the Treasury, who had assured them
that it would produce a sufficiency of revenue. He would not

say that this was precisely such a bill as he would hav. p^ferred, but his Legislature had relieved him from the trouble
of determining, and therefore he had no hesitation in giving
'' mVTm' cLWTON said that it was not hia intention
to enter into the details of the bill. J He wished to test th.
views of the Henate on the great principles of the hill iteelf.
If in its great and leading features it was to remain as it now

stood, he should care very little as to its minor details. He
considered the bill as ao destructive and ruinous in ita charac-

ter on all the great interests of the country, that it miint be
altered entirely before it could receive the leuat approbation
from him. Ff he should set out to amend it, there was no¬

thing to amend by. He wan called upon by the friends of the
bill to nay what guarda he would propose to place round the
collection of the duties as here specified. That wan a task
which pertained to the authors of the bill. Mr. O. was op¬
posing it as a whole ; he fell little interest in its details, or in
the fate of the pending amendment. To teat the sense of
the Senate on the meriU of the bill, he would now offer an
amendment:

1 o commit the bill to the Committee on Finance, with in-
.,|,rU^!?',rt0ire*ta,'e tl,e *l>,;cific duties prescribed by the act of
the .Kith of August, 1842."

I"'8' should fail, he should then offer the following
..u

e co,urn'tted to the Committee on Finance,
with instructions to remove the new duties imposed by said bill
¦nail cases where any foreign raw material is taxed io the pre¬
judice ol any mechanic or manufacturer, so tluit no other or

higher dutv shall be collected on any such raw material than is
provided f»y the act of 3<>th August, 1844. And further, so to

r^guUte all the duties imposed ly this bill as to raise a revenue
sufhcieiit tor the exigencies of tl»e country."

Mr. C. said he had been an attentive listener during tliia
whole debate.a debate which had now, he Mieved, been
continued for a week, and had turned chiefly on the question
of substituting a general ad valorem principle for the specific
duties in the present law. He waa well satisfied with the ar¬

gument on that subject which had been made by hia friends.
He should not undertake to add to it, but waa willing to rest

lho*. arguments. Before he said a word about
^nor alterations in the hill, he munt know the aenw* of the
Senate on both the motions he had prepared ; for it must be
evident that if either of them should be adopted the whole char¬
acter of the measure must be changed. When that question
was settled, he should then decide whether it was worth while
to take any interest in the details of the bill. He concluded
by asking that the question might be taken by yeaa and nays.

The first resolution having l>een read.
Mr. J A RNAGIN produced and read the instructions of the

Legislature of Tennessee, under which he felt hound to act;
and, as the terms of this resolution directly conflicted with those
instructions, he should be constrained to vote against it.

Mr. CALHOUN said he was very glad the Senator from
Delaware had made this motion ; it was a perfectly fair one,
and it brought up the question whether the tariff of 1842
should oi should not stand. The great objection to that tariff
was directed against the minimum* and the specific duties.
Should tbe motion of the honorable Senator succeed, its effect
must be to <eave the present law untouched.

Mr. JARNAGIN now took the floor, and went into a speech
which he delivered from very full notes, and in which he dis¬
cussed at length hia objections to the bill, and urged strenuous-
ly the duty ol changing many of its provisiona. In conformi¬
ty to his instructions, he should go for ad valorem duties, and
against both minimums and specific duties; but, while he held
himself bound to go thus far in obedience to hia Legislature,
he considered himself atTull liberty to use his utmost exertions
to get the bill amended so as to render it as little injurious as

possible to the business and interests of the country. He should
feel himself obliged in the end to vote for the principle advo¬
cated by the friends of the bill; but he was not therefore un¬
der obligation to vote for any and every bill which contained
those principles. He contended that there was ample time to
make many important amendments. The bill us it stood suit¬
ed nobody { its own friends admitted it to be very defective
Why not then amend it ' An attempt to amend it would not
hazurd the safety of the bill; for ail who would vote for it now
would vote for it in an amended shape, especially as the amend¬
ments would proceed from a committee in which there waa a

majority of the friends of the bill.
A long colloquy here took place between Messrs. TURNEY

and JARNAGlN as to the true meaning of the instructions
they had both received from their Legislature.Mr. Tismr
insisting that in private conversations they had agTeed that the
bill as it now stood conformed to those instrucUons, and that
they had agreed to vote for it; Mr. Jahsaoi* insisting that
hia instructions went only to the principle of ad valorems and
against minimums and sjiecifica, and left him at full liberty,
in all other respects, to object to the featurea of the bill, and
get them amended if he could. These explanations were of a

personal nature, and involved references to the blate of policy
in I enneaaee, and the protractiou of them waa strongly ob¬
jected to from various quarters, as being wholly irregular and
out of older.

In the ceurje of them Mr. Tcafrxr referred to a rumor
which was whispered in the Senate that it was intended by
the opponents of the bill to protract the debate until the va¬

cancy created by the resignation of Mr. Hatwood should be
filled.

Mr. MANGUM rose in his place and dented that there was
any truth in such a rumor. There was no such purpose en¬

tertained in any quarter; and, if there bad been, the thing was

impracticable. The Governor of North Carolina wa« absent
from the seat of Government. He must return and convene

his council before he could fill the vacancy, and to do this and
to bring the representative here would occupy at least twenty
days, long before which time the fate of the bill would have
been decided in the Senate.
The question waa here taken on Mr. Clattox's first reso¬

lution, in these words
I o commit the bill to the Committee on Finance with in¬

structions to restore be specific duties prescribed by the a<*
of the .kith of August, !842. "

And it was rejected.ayes 26, noes 29.
And the second resolution having been read as follows:

That the bill bo committed to the Coramitte on Finance
with instructions to remove the new duties imposed by said bill
jn all cases where any foreign raw material is taxed to the pre¬
judice of any mecltanic or .manufacturer, so that no other or

higher ikity shall lie collected on any such raw material than is
provided by the act of .*Hh of August, 1842. And further so to

regulate all the duties im|»osed by this bill as to raise a revenue
sufficient for the exigencies ol the country."

Mr. 8EVIER inquired from Mr. Cutto* further informa¬
tion as to the meaning and effect of the resolution.

Mr. CLAY TON briefly explained ; after which
Mr. R. JOHNSON called for a division of the question,

and it was divided accordingly, so as to be put first on that
part of the resolution which read as follows :

" l"hal the hill be committed to the Committee on Finance
with instructions to remove the new duties imposed by said bill
in all eaaes where any foreign raw material is taxed to the pre¬
judice of any mechanic or manufacturer, so that no other or

higher duty shall be collected on any such raw material than is
provided by the act of the .V)th of August, 184S ;"
and then on the residue of the resolution ; and it was so di¬
vided accordingly, and the question lieing on the first part of
the resolution.

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he was not positive whether he
should or should not vote for the present resolution after the
Senate had rejected the former, which was of so much greater
importance. The present resolution would operate on a claw
of articles which were comparatively of little conaequenr*. He
felt a reluctance to vote for this after the Senate had rejected
the other, because he was against the bill altogether. It was

such a bill that no amendment in its details would secure his
approbation or favor. Instead of voting on any amendment, he
preferred that the friends and opponents of the bill should now

at once come up face to face and front to front. [Strong ex¬

pressions of approbation on the Demoeiatic side of the chamber. ]
Mr. (5. said he did not want to make the bill any better i

he was opposed to it altogether.opposed to it on the prin1-
ciple, because it refused to the labor of the country that pro¬
tection to which it was fairly and wisely entitled. He was

not going to befriend the hill by making it a little better and
a little better; he was for bringing it at once to judgment with
all its sins upon its head, and let it receive that condign doom
which il so richly merited. Mr. C.'a canviotion that the bill
ought not to pass was so clear and so .leclded that it forred
him to believe that the bill would not. [Much laughter.] He
did not, to he sure, exactly see how it waa to be defeated j

yet, in a caae ao flagrant, he trusted that Providence would
furnish a way. He did not want to adopt the course of stifling
the t>ill in the committee. If they sent it there, it would come
back upon them with all speed, perhapa in a more specious
form, but none the lea* deadly. To whom were they to
.end it ' To the very committee who had brought this mea¬

sure into the Senate. They would find some way of getting
round the instructions ao as to comply with them in form,
but defeat their purpose : they would sugar the dose which
they sent to hi>n to be swallowed, but in no form or ahape
would he ever swallow it. He had always thought the true
battle of the friends of the present law was to meet their ad¬
versaries boldly front to front.

[Acclamations on the opposite side : " That's the course;"
"come on, let ua get the vote."]

Mr. C. said such a spectacle as the country exhibited the
world had never seen. The oountry waa in a state of happy
prosperity and in profound peace. The Administration hail
made a war that they might get hack the peace. After get¬
ting it into a war which required all the reaourcea we could
raise, they reduced duties to increase the revenue. They had
been digging vaults and cellars, putting on locks and tiara to

keep the hard cash of the Treasury, and yet Ihey were pass¬
ing a bill to issue flood* of paper money. Had any nation,
since the foundation of the world, witnessed management like
this > We had peace, and then we went to apending millions
to conquer a peace. We first put all our money inla strong
boxes, and locked up all the specie, and then issued Treasury
drafts and Treasury notes without end. Gentlemen here were

working moat diligently to fulfil the decrees of the Baltimore
Onveiition,while they utterly disregarded the petitions and

memorials of the people. Then we had great d,spates among
the faithful as to what was promised at Baltimore and what
was not promised. All these questions about free trade and
Subtreaaury, Oregon, drc. were but so many empty barrels,
which had been set afloat on the stream of the late Presiden¬
ts! election. They had answered that purpose, and now,
for God s sake, let gentlemen throw them overlward. As for
the subtreasury, he believed that was overboard already. Let
gentlemen throw the rest after it, and then set themselvesdili
gently to do the public business and go home.
As to this amendment, as his friend from Delaware had in¬

troduced it, he might, out of courtesy, consent to vote for it;
but, if it should pass, what would the committee do > They
would only turn over the bill, and put a little new color on it
so as to make it a little more like God's truth, and then we

should have it back again.
.Mr. LEWIS, chairman of the Committee 011 Finance,

said that, as one of the members of that committee, he wished
to understand what this resolution really meant 5 for it seemed
to him quite unintelligible. The object, if he comprehended
it. was to take the duty imposed by the bill off of all articles
of raw material. If so, he supposed hemp was one ; and he
took it for granted the gentleman meant that the committee
must reduce the duty on hemp. VV&. wo.l another ? He
supposed they must reduce the duty on wool ; and, if so, how
much >

Mr. JOHN IVf. CLAYTON said he thought there could be

-"in.*7"' , understanding what his resolution meant.
J he law of 1842 imposed specific duties on those imported"
articles which constituted the raw materials of American manu¬
factures. J he chairman ol the coimniliee would have nothing
to do but to consult the act of 1842, and see what those arti¬
cles were If he found any of them at present free of duty,
the resolution required him to leave them free of duty { if he
found any of them under a moderate duty, then the resolution
required him to report the same duty in the present bill.
And now a word or two as to what had been said by his

friend from Kentucky. If any gentleman took it for granted
that Mr. L. meant that all who voted for this resolution of in¬
structions would ofcourse be bound to vote forthe bill ifitshould
be so amended, he was greatly mistaken. Mr. O. considered
no gentleman under any such pledge. No man was Iniund
to vote for a bill like this liecause the committee should obey
the instructions by making some slight alterations in it. If
those instructions should be honestly and fully carried out, the
result would 1* found utterly hostile to the wishes and notions
of al the gentlemen on the other side of the chamber, and all
the doctrines of the Secretary of the Treasury. There was no

doubt of that. He presumed that must be evident to every man.

He did not profiose the resolution as a peace offering; gentle¬
men might vote upon it as they pleased. Mr. C. offered it
that he might show his hand, and that the world might see he
had made at least an effort to save the interests of the mechanics
and the manufacturers. If those instructions should lie carried
out, while the raw material was admitted free, or under a light
duty, the amount of revenue required by the Government
weuld have to be raised on the articles in the bill; but if the
committee, evading the instructions, should send back to the
Senate a men brutum fulnun, all those who voted honestly
for the instructions would of course vote against the bill and
kill it. He assured his friend from Kentucky that neither he
nor any other man could by possibility lie more hostile to the
bill than Mr. C. was, and he freely admitted that one of the
primary objects he had in view in offering these resolutions of
instructions had been to defeat the bill. That and that alone
was his object. He was anxious to destroy it, and should re

joice to see it dead.
Loud cries for the question. The question was thereupon

put by the Chair, and decided, by yeas and naya, as follows

1 pI"' Arci.f' n"rrow' Berrien, Cameron, Cll-

rZ' il Clayton, Thoma* Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden,
Davis Dayton, Evans, Greene, Hunlington, Jarnagin, Johi.l
.on, of l.omiiHnu, Johnson, of Maryland, Ma,.gum, Miller,
Mori-head, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Sturgeon, U,,l
ham, Webster, and W oodbridge.48.
K.Nu Yf~VJ,ettrl- A,hl«7' Atchison, Atherton, Bag-
^,1. tvT- Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Co7-
M IViffi w"*0"*! u* ^ Houston, l,ewis,
McDuffic, Pennybacker, Itu.k, Scrapie, Sevier, Speight, Turl
ney, Wcstcott, and Yulee.27.

^ b

80 the first portion of the resolution was agreed to. The
question on the iatter part of the resolution was then put and
carried by precisely the same vote.
And then, on motion ofMr. BREESE, the Senate adjourned.

IN SENATE.Juit 28, 1846.
Mr. BENTON roae and asked the indulgence of the Sen¬

ate for a few momenta, that he might recur to a proceeding
of yesterday. He had not arrived in his aeat yesterday morn-

^ °J Mr Hatwon was announced)
to the Senate, or he would have availed himself of that oppor
tunity to make the remarks which he was now about to inakc
Had he been in his seat at that moment, he would have mad.
a statement to the Senate of what he knew aa to the cause.

which led to Mr. Haywood's resignation, and of the motives!
which had induced him to lesign las seat in the Senate. Mr
HaywooJ was aluent at the time the tariff bill came from the
House of Representatives. At the vety first moment of hi»
appearance in the Senate, after his return, he look me aside
and imparted to me his insuperable objections to the bill. He
slated that he could not go for it, and proposed to en¬

deavor to amend it. I gave him to understand very pointedly
and did the Senate subsequently, that my own objections to
the bill were very strong, and that the only reason why 1
should vote for it was that we might get rid of the act of 1842;
that, aa for any amendment, I deemed it utterly impossible, in
the present sUte ofthings, that there could be the delibeiation
necessary to fierfcct the details of the measure. Mr.. Hay-
wood then signified an intention to move a |>ostponeinent. I
told him it was impossible that it could prevail. He then said
that he would resign his seat; and from that time his mind
remained immovable.

I give these details to show that his mind was consistent
and uniform in regard to the measure before the Senate. I
believe there was never a man on earth who acted upon purer,
higher, nobler motives, than he has in regard to this matter'
in every thing that he did up to the time of his resignation I
endeavored to dissuade him from the act. All that I desire to

say now is, to repeat that I believe there never was a man who,
in the performance of a public duty, was actuated by purer
higher, or more noble motives than Mr. Haywood. ,

Mr. MANGrM said he was very much gratified that the
Nenator from Missouri had thought proper to advert to this
matter. He was the more so, inasmuch as the organ of the
Government, in this city, had assailed Mr. Hat wood's pub¬
lic and private character with such a degree of ferocity, and,
in his judgment so unjustly, that he thought every liberal
Senator should stand forward and sustain and commend
what every one must acknowledge to be the perfect punly
an.l disinterestedness ofhis course in regard to the subject which 1

was the occasion of his resignation. No man in the State of
. orth arolina, perhaps, differed more widely than himself!
from the lat.- Senator in political sentiment ; that difference
had long existed, and was likely to continue ; but poliucal
considerations could never be permitted to interfere, so far as he
was concerned, with feelings of personal respect for a gentle¬
man whose honor and probity were uncontaminated and en¬

tirely above suspicion, though assailed in the unworthy
manner which they had witnessed in the government paper
in this city. Without adverting to the wi«lorn or judiciousness
of the course adopted by his late colleague, he waa satisfied
that he had acted upon the best consideration, and upon his
honest conception of what was due to himself and to ihe
country as a patriotic citixen ; and he felt that it was due to
him that this expression -hould be made public, in contraven
tion of the insidious slanders which were propagated by the
government paper ; and that tlie State of which he was so

able a representative should not lw deceived by any false
representations.

Mr. M. further felt that it was due to the good old North
Slate that her public servants here should be vindicated against
a-penuons touching purity antl fidelity in office.aspersions
unknown in that State, from the period of her colonial history,
as effecting either the judicial ermine or legislative integrity.
Errors both ahe and her servants may have fallen into, but the
tongue ofslander had never hitherto alleged personal corruption,
within his knowledge, of any of her puMic servants, whe¬
ther in legislative or judicial rar ity. Her character had
been uniformly marked with dignified moderation, as pure as

it was unpretending , and he (Mr. M.) ho,>ed, when he should
claw* hit eyea upon earth, that he might leave with tho belief
that her character was un«potted and unstained hy those upon
whom she had devolved high reaponsibility, and that, for many
and long years thereafter, she might preserve her perfect
purity, far more precious than any false glare, unaccomisuited
by virtue.

1

Mr. Hat wooi. acted, in regard to the subject under review,
with the moat perfect delicacy. He believed there was not a

Whig in that body (if there was an exception he hoped such
of his friends as might chance to constitute that exception
would indicate it now) who had any knowledge of Mr
Haywood s purpose to resign, unless by inference, (for b«
seemed, recently, to be urn nsy and unhappy;) and he
knew also that, if Mr. Haywood had found that hia »ote
could have been made etfeetual for his country's interest, he
never would have abandoned hie aeat, but would have taken
the responsibility of defeating the measure; hut, finding that
his vote was not likely to be effective, and that the remit

.would be the nam*., rather than throw himself into confix
with his friends, he resigned his seat. In makinir ud hia
mind to retire from the Senate, Mr. Haywood, be belief,
hod rested hia determination not on any influence which it
might produce upon himself politically, but upon hia conaci
entiuus convictions of right. He h ad determined, a» a irentle
man and a chnatian, after having laid before hia friends on
his own side of the chamber hia convictions, and he believed
he had had no consultation with a single Whig friend ui>on
the subject _

'

Sir, (continued Mr. M.) I do moat cheerfully and cordially
concur in the sentiment* expressed by the honorable 8enator
from Missouri, that Mr. Haywood, in forming his purpose
was under the influence of none other than considerations
high, elevated, pure, and honorable. He (Mr. Haywood)
might despise a rabid press.^to abuse ia its vocation. He
might despise the uervi ors of power, and their vile, merce
nary, mid sycophantic followers.the jackalls that would de-
sfMjjl the nanctuary of the grave, and exhume reputation to he
offered in sacrifice, in burnt sacrifices, to the passions of their
masters and corrupters.and repose upon the esteem of good
fcud just and liberal men.

Mr. M. felt sure that Mr. Haywood at no period of hie lifo
enjoyed more of the respect and consideration of liberal men
of all purties in his native Bute than he has for the last seve¬
ral months, arid does at the present moment. North Carolina
will feel justly proud that she is the venerable mother of three
Democratic Senators who have recently rendered signal and
distinguished service to the country upon another great qiiea-
tion.Oregon ; and, co-operating with the Whigs, saved the
eountry from all the destructive horrors of a Britikh war. (Mr.
M. referred to hia late oulleague and the distinguished Sena-
^/T,^,8S0Un and M'^PPi ) With the profoundeat

! r i d,"ere?ce uP°n ,lie m.rnt of questions, he (Mr. M.)
yet felt that his State had lost an able, vigilant, and faithful
public servant, an<l he u colleague entitled to his respect and
tindly consideration.at all events, to this nuked act of justice
o his integrity, punty, and perfect conscientiousness in thia
last act, bis resigmtion.
Mr. DIX desired w state, as this subject had been intro¬

duced, that Mr. Hayw»odf niore than a week ago, had ex¬
pressed to him his intention either of resigning his seat in the
Senate, or of voting against the bill. He had endeavored to
dissuade him from resigning, Sut, as it appeared, without
effect. He was happy to avail \>imaelf Qf ,his occasion to
bear testimony to the elevation of character and high sense of
honor of the late Henator.

. M,r" N!^8, after ¦ few remarks, *hieh were not dis¬
tinctly audible in the gallery, proceeded to state his full and
entire conviction that the motives by which the late Senator
from North Carolina had been actuated were not of a eelf-
ish character; and, as there must have been aome motive for
taking the course he had taken, he was inclined to attribute
that motive to some other source. He believed that the se¬
vere castigation which had been dealt out to him, was not so
much intended for the gentleman over whose back it was ap¬
plied, as it was for others. What could not well be said
directly to those who remained there, might be safely said to
one who was now officially powerless. Other publications
had been made through the same channel, containing the
falsest insinuations against Senators and others, representing
that capitalists and their agents were employing large sums
of money for purposes of bribery aod corruption. No one
could doubt the purpose and intent of all these publications ;
their purpose was neither more nor less than to deatroy the
freedom of action in Congress. He could discover no other
purpose; and, if it hsd come to this, they were progressing
rapidly to a state of things a little inconsistent, he thought
with free and enlightened legislation. Where was the differ¬
ence betwixt the exercise of a power of this kind now at¬
tempted to be brought to bear upon the action of Senators,
and that sort of influence arising from intimidation, which
they were informed had, in other countries and in other
times, in revolutionary times, controlled other great legisla¬
tive bodies } The influence of combinations, of associations,
formed to control not by arguments, but by threats and by
instruments of death *

Sir, said Mr. Nilks, these are evil times. If we are
not to l>e left free to act here on all questions, and especially
upon those of the greatest magnitude, especially upon those
affecting most deeply the interests of our constituents, then,
our legislation will neither receive nor deserve public confi-
Joneo. WU mux bo thought of a law that csn find its way
through Congiess by means like theae } What must be thought
by (he country when Senators are overawed and controlled,
when it is known that their voles are not the result of their
judgment, but of these deleterious influences > Sir, I am gra¬
tified that this thing has been alluded to. Truly, we have
fallen upon evil times; and, sir, when the history of these
times shall cotne to be written, as written they must be, the
pen of the historian will scarcely be able to do them juatice.
hor one, having taken some responsibility in regard to this
matter, I have no fear as to what will be the public judgment *

upon my courae. I do not allude to these things as affecting
myself in the slightest degree. My opinions I am at all times
ready to avow; and I am not to lie turned from my courae in
the discharge of my duty by slanders or insinuations of any
kind. If I hsd suppoaed that such a thing as this new tariff
bill would ever have come here, I would have made an early
movement against it; but I never supposed that such a thing
was probable, and therefoie took no trouble about it. I did
not suppose it possible that a bill like that would ever reach
this body. When it came here, I met it as I believed it my
duty to meet it; and I can only say that I shall continue my
hostility to it, and, whatever may lie the issue, I shall conaole
myself with the reflection that I have done what I could do
to nvert the evil which it must bring upon the country.

Mr. BERRIEN said it was not his purpose to express an

opinion as to the wisdom of the course which the late Senator
from'North Carolina had thought proper to adopt in retiring
Irom that bodv ; that was a matter for his own judgment and
discretion. He stood in no relation to that gentleman which
authorized him to be consulted upq§ the subject, or which au¬

thorized him to offer advice. But, looking at the courae of
that gentleman while a member of that body, during the pe¬
riod in which they had aerved together, and looking at the
singular spectacle which was presented to the American peo¬
ple of a ruthless assault made upon a Senator of the United
States for fulfilling, according to the convictions of hia own

judgment, the duties which hu situstion imposed, he felt it to
be his duty (and he took great pleasure in fulfilling that duty)
to express his own belief that, whatever might have been the
correctness or incorrectness of the judgment of the Senator in
determining upon the course which he had pursued, he had
been actuated by a sincere conviction as to what his duty aa

an honest man and a patriot required of him.
Mr. BAGBY addressed a few remarks to the Senate to the

same effect.
Mr. CRITTENDEN said he had never seen Mr. Hay¬

wood, nor had any acquaintance with him, until they became
aseociated in that body ; and for a time, owing to trifling and
slight circumstances, he had rather conceived an aversion to¬
wards him. Since then, however, although their intercourse
had heen slight, the conduct of that gentleman had dissipated
every prejudice which he hsd entertained against him. He
had given abundant evidence that the ends he aimed at were

those of patriotism, honesty, and Integrity. In the discharge
of his duties in the committee over which he presided be waa

scrupulous and correct j so much so that, unconsciously and
insensibly, be (Mr. (J.) Itegan to find himself (in common,
he believed, with the other members of the committee) placing
the most perfect roliance upon any proposition emanating from
him, in full confidence that the subject had been impartially
considered. Aa to any impeachment of integrity oo account
of hia resignation, nothing, it seemed to him, could be more

preposterous. He had given the very higheet evidences of in¬
tegrity and purity : no man could entertain a doubt aa to hia
integrity. And, in common with gentlemen who hsd express¬
ed their sentiments in regard to this matter, he united in the
regret that an act, in itaelf so high, so self sacrificing that gen¬
tlemen who approved the act would not peraaps have done the
same ; an act which showed a high degree of aeoaibility < an

act by which he had sacrificed one of the proudest offices un¬
der our form of government.should he thus misrepresented ,
thst he should Iw charged with desertion and loaded with op¬
probrium: it was a gross outrage, committed against a man of
unblemished and unimpeachable integrity.

Mr. ARCHER said it was to him a subject of some sur¬

prise that any Senator ahould deem it necessary to vindicate
the character br the conduct of the late Senator from North
Carolina. If his character for integrity and honesty of pur¬
pose had been doubtful before, thia very act would have im-
preened it with the seal of the most perfert integrity and eleva¬
tion. Like the honorable Senator who preceded him, he had
felt no predilection in favor of the North Carolina Henator ;

on the contrary, a prejudice had been impressed upon his mind
which had not heen wholly removed until two days ago. Thia
act of resignation had afforded the fullest and most conclusive

testimony of hia probity and integrity. It was not on account

of Am reputation that they ought to feel solicitude , that waa
far beyond the reach of detraction < but it was that a gentle¬
man standing deservedly high in the estimation of every one

should lie assailed by such infamous attacks of a party press.
It was to this that the indignation of every patriotic man should

be directed. What had the gentleman done } Why, finding
that hia own liberal and enlightened viewa were to be thwart¬

ed and controlled by party domination, he resolved to disen¬

gage himself from the influence of party, and retire to the

walks of private life ; and for thia he was asssiled by gross

vituperation and abuse. He repeated that no vindication waa


